Address by Prof. Ojārs Spārītis, President of the Latvian Academy of Sciences, to participants of the Drug Discovery Conference
27 August 2015, Riga
Dear academicians! Prof. Ivars Kalviņš, Prof. Maija Dambrova, Prof. Osvalds Pugovičs, representatives of the Latvian Ministry of Education and Science, dear co-organizers of Drug Discovery Conference from the 7th EU Framework project “InnovaBalt”, distinguished guests, entrepreneurs, science and business partners!

Unveiling the memorial plaque to the founder of Latvian Institute of Organic Synthesis Professor Solomon Hiller we think of our rich past of science that had established a very serious fundament for drug synthesis in Latvia and the former Soviet Union. When in March this year the foundation stone of the new Institute of Biopharmacology was laid, we had in mind our future that must be creative and rich in scientific innovations. When last year in Kyoto, Japan, I with delight and a bit of jealousy listened to the speech by the minister for science innovations and technology development from South Africa, for his farsighted approach to the commercialization of scientific innovations and growth of this country by means of science that contributes to the creation of a contemporary and prosperous South African state. And I wish the same farsightedness to our decision makers for the benefit of Latvia. 

Today I am pleased to welcome about 300 participants from 25 countries who will deliver 70 papers on various themes in the field of organic synthesis and medical chemistry, as well as in biological and pharmacological aspects of drug development, and I am proud that you appreciate the research level in our country and mainly the achievements of our chemists, biologists and pharmacologists. Your presence here certifies to your interest not only to participate at the conference but also to cooperate with Latvian scientists, because in close partnership and cooperation our generation may stimulate faster drug discovery process and protect our world of all kind of sufferings on medical basis. 
Your cooperation with business people and scientific sessions that took place today will accelerate the speed of discoveries and gain all necessary stimulus and support from the side of industry to realize your scientific mandate for the sake of society. On behalf of the Latvian Academy of Sciences, let me express my gratitude for close partnership with Latvian scientists on the way to the commercialization of scientific innovations, and let me wish you maximum success in your dedicated work! I wish you lots of creative energy, inspiring contacts and fruitful talks during this conference! 
